
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In the Spirit” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon, “The Parakleet,” is number 47 in the series.  You will find the order of worship for 
today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:   
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship    
  

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. for 
all ages. To learn more 
about Adult Sunday 
School classes, call Amy 
Wilson Feltz at 672-7893 
or send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Check out our website, www.aldersgateabilene.org, on the “connect” page 
for an updated calendar of events!

Monday:
    7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts

Summer Mission Trips: Panama II
     Mission trip season at Aldersgate will conclude in the next couple of weeks. In the past three weeks, our 
congregation has sent teams to Panama, Wichita Falls, Texas, Slidell, Louisiana, and Guatemala. Today, 
we will commission a team led by Carlton Villers to serve once again in Panama with missionaries David 

and Cindy Ceballos. They will leave 
on August 1 and return on August 8. 
Please pray for these team members 
as they continue construction projects 
(See the photo from last year.) and build 
relationships with the local people, 
sharing the love of God in everything 
that they do.

David Feemster
Bob Gillette
Wanda Lock
Mike Lock
Dianne Martin
Ray Martin
Lydia McKinney

Jack Payne
Kimmy Sanders
Carlton Villers
Sally Villers



   The Academy is getting ready to start a new year! We are cleaning the tables 
and chairs with high powered washers, rearranging furniture, and painting. 
Knight Carpet is installing new carpet in Class D. The Blind Man Company 
has ordered solar shades for the west facing windows, and they will be installed 
next week. Levi Brooks and Katie Rogers painted one of our classrooms and 
themselves! A big thank you to these two kids! 
   Fundraising for the playground is well underway. Preparation has begun on 
the grounds for the transition to a new surfacing material. 
   Teachers have been hired and are beginning to work on their rooms. We have 
lots of new faces this year. Meet-the-Teacher is Thursday, August 27. The first 
day of school is Tuesday, September 1.
    Anticipation is building for the arrival of over one hundred young children 
and their families. Please be in prayer for the staff, children, and families, and 
for a smooth transition into the new school year. — Carol Rogers

Academy Connection: Getting Ready

   Children’s Ministry: Fun at Summer Camp
   This has been a great summer 
for the kids at Aldersgate! Many 
children in our ministry have 
enjoyed attending camp at 
Camp Butman.  The first week 
of July we sent twelve 4th-
6th Graders and one junior 
counselor to the One Way 
camp. The kids had a great time 
and enjoyed competing in the 
Bible Bowl.  The boys took the 
championship, but two of our 
girls, Aubrey and Renee, won 
the top two spots for the girls 
in memory work!  One of our 
boys’ cabins won first place for 
the cleanest cabin award. As the 
mother of two of those boys, I 
was shocked and amazed! This 
is a great camp with a focus on learning the Bible by memorizing key passages and learning how to use the 
Bible. The kids had a great time learning! I am very thankful we have such a great camping program so close 
to home! 
    I hope some of you adults will consider going next year as a camp counselor. I know you will find it to be 
a very rewarding experience.— Alyana Brooks



ALIVE in the Spirit: The Parakleet
John 14:15-18, 25-27

Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

You Shall Know the Truth

The Lorax + Truth Construction

The Paraklete + Truth Revelation

 The Truth is not something that we construct with our words; it is something that is revealed by the 
 Word of God living among us and within us. 

The Role of the Paraklete
1.    4.
2.    5.
3.
 

Living Wholeheartedly

Deconstructing False Truths
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College Ministry: Division 

Dear Aldersgate Family
    July 19th was our last Sunday at Aldersgate. We’d like to express to our Aldersgate family how much 
we love  you. We will miss those of you who have been there with us for the last 12 years through many 
hardships and some of our greatest joys! With open and compassionate hearts, you helped not only our 
children find and grow a deeper relationship with 
Christ, but also Brad and I. Goodbyes are difficult 
for us, so we will say we hope to see you again soon. 
We would love to hear from you as you continue to 
do great works here. We love and cherish every one 
of you and the many gifts you have given us. Here 
is our new contact information:
 8424 N. Nevada St. 
 Apt. 92
 Spokane, WA 99208
 oilerstudios@gmail.com
— Dori, Brad, David, and William Oiler

    Growing up, there was one division which I 
found to be unimaginable: the house divided. My 
family is strongly tied to Texas A&M University, 
where many of us are former students. We dreaded 
the idea of having anyone in our house attending 
the University of Texas, which would then create 
a house divided. Maybe you’ve seen the bumper 
sticker shown on the left. For our family, this 
division is unimaginable, not to mention almost 
unforgivable. Perhaps you can relate. 
      As I have grown out of my adolescence, I am 

realizing that I will deal with much greater divisions than families who root against each other in college 
football. Our society is experiencing painfully polarizing divisions that seem to be growing exponentially. 
Right vs. Left. Life vs. Choice. Traditional vs. Same-sex. Christian vs. Muslim. Rich vs. Poor. Regulation vs. 
Liberty. SEC vs. BIG 12 (just for fun). 
     Had one of my brothers or I attended the University of Texas, I bet my family would remain intact, just 
with a little more flavor. I wish I could say the same thing about our society. Hopefully, we can learn from 
the family unit, which seeks to listen to one another, walks in each other’s shoes before placing judgment, 
and values whole relationships over being right or wrong. Being together is better than being divided, even 
if we are different. Don’t get me wrong; this is hard work, but I believe kinship may be our only hope for real 
peace and justice. In regards to student ministry, I look forward to growing in the discipline of kinship over 
the upcoming year. — Kyle Watson



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner

Presence                       7.19.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $13,464.83
Received This Month-to-Date = $42,860.52
Received Year-to-Date = $442,367.33
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $27,611.12

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 174
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 168

Total Worship Service Attendance = 342                            
 Sunday school = 154

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
on the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare 
is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval
Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

We extend our sympathy and prayers to Lora Langford and family upon 
the death of Al Langford on July 17, 2015.



    [Christ] died for us so that, whether we are 
awake or asleep, we may live together with him.  
Therefore encourage one another and build each 
other up, just as in fact you are doing. 
   I Thessalonians 5:10-11

     Much of our theology of death comes from Paul’s first letter to 
the Thessalonians. You will hear first Thessalonians read at many 
funerals. In fact, one of my favorite memories is getting to read, 
with tears streaming down my cheeks and my voice cracking with 
emotion, I Thessalonians 4:13-18 at my grandfather’s funeral nearly 
20 years ago. That passage along with the above conclude with the 
words, “encourage one another.”
     Al Langford had attended Aldersgate with his wife Lora for the 
past 7 years after a military career and lengthy retirement in Ft. 
Worth. Al recently passed away and I presided over his funeral last 
Wednesday at one of the local funeral homes. Kathryn Andrews (our 
church administrator) and Van Hayes (organist) joined me as we led 
the family and Al’s friends in worship. As hard as funerals can be, 
it is a humbling joy to serve with my follow staff members to bring 
“encouragement” to those who are grieving and transitioning to life 
without their loved one.
     After the service, I returned to the church with the family not 
far behind to find a wonderful meal prepared by the folks of our 
church for the family.  As the family filled their plates and enjoyed 
the meal, I was overcome with gratitude by the many ways the people 
of our church “encourage” others in very practical ways. I wondered 
to myself: how many funeral meals have been served by people 
like the ones in this photo throughout the 65 year history of our 
church?  I am certain 
it is in the thousands.  
Not only was the family 
“encouraged” by their 
act of kindness, but it 
just caused me to be so 
thankful to be the pastor 
of a church that does 
this kind of important 
and “encouraging” 
work.  Thank you!

by Pastor Steve We invite you to 
read Eat This Book: 
A Conversation in 
the Art of Spiritual 
Reading by Eugene 
H. Peterson. If you 
would like a copy, 
please call the church office at 
672-7893, or make a note on the 
welcome card, and we will order 
a copy for you. The price is $15. 
Grace and Peace!
  —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

In the Word                

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sun:    John 14:1-27
Mon:   John 16:1-33
Tue:     John 1:1-18      
Wed:   John 13:1-17
Thur:   John 17:5-18            
Fri:      John 15:1-27
Sat:      John 8:31-47  

Chronological Bible Readings
Sun:     Acts 9-10
Mon:   Acts 11-12
Tue:     Acts 13-14
Wed:    Jas 1-5
Thur:   Acts 15-16
Fri:       Gal 1-3
Sat:       Gal 4-6
           
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible 
in a year. Please consider reading 
both each day as we continue in our 
ALIVE sermon series.  

From left to right: Chrystene Downs, Ray Martin, 
Charlotte Gibson, Bob Washam, Mary Meadows, 
Diane Martin, Beckie Cox, Sherry Johnson, Sandy 
Martin, Sally Villers, Barbara House


